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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters 

It's time for me to write a little 

something.  December 17th and 

thinking about the holidays.  

Wishing everyone very merry 

times for you and your families. I 

wish Christmas is a really special 

time for troops that are away from loved ones. I think of 

them and remember how it was for us.  Silent Night had 

a special meaning in Nam.  Hope Santa is good to 

everyone!  Enough of that. This is my next to last 

Presidentôs Message. I will be finishing my fourth and 

final year as President in Gettysburg and I hope that 

many of you can attend.  

The reunion is coming together.  Bob and Bruce have 

been working out the final details.  Hotel reservations 

can be made.  Gettysburg will be a great place to get 

together for our 2018 reunion.  Have some fun and learn 

a little history about our great country.  Looking forward 

to seeing everyone in June. 

Forever yours 

John F. Huelsenbeck 

President NDQSA 
 

 

FEATURED STORIES: 

Gettysburg Preview 

Cold Case - 1971 
 

MEMBERS THAT HAVE PASSED  

Robert Elftmann, C-1/44 ô70-71 10Jun17 MN 

William Mulligan, B-4/60 ô67 27Feb17 NJ 

Jason Crook, I-29
th
 SLT, ô68-70 10Aug16 NH 

Richard Alley Jr, H-4/60 ô71-72 18Apr17 VA 

James Dowdy, 4/60 ô69-70 22May17 KY 
 

They will be missed and we give honor to their service, 

their lives and their families. 
 

 

NEW MEMBERS/ CONTACTS 
 

James Stephen, B-4/60 ô70-71 

Robert Shelton, B-4/60 ô71-72 

Robert Harrington, B-4/60 ó71 

John óIgorô Steele, B/4-60 ô70-71 

John Cooke (clerk) B-4/60 ô70-71 

Dewey Broach, B-4/60 ô70-71 

Andy Houchins, B-4/60 ô69-71 

  

If the name is blue and underlined, you can click on it 

and send a message to the new member. Maybe he 

knows someone you served with? Send him an email!! 

 

 

DO YOU HAVE AN EMAIL ADDRESS?  

NOTE: For some reason I cannot email to anyone 

with an embarqmail.com account! Two pieces of 

contact information that frequently change are cell 

phone numbers and email addresses. Typically 

there are about a half dozen emails sent out each 

year to every member with a valid (current) email 

address on record with the Historian. If you (or a 

spouse) have an email address and you have not 

mailto:sjfarms46710@gmail.com
mailto:deweybroach@hotmail.com


received any emails from the Historian, it is time 

for you to record your email address with him. 

Simply click here and identify yourself clearly (full 

name). You might as well confirm your telephone 

numbers in the same email. When an email is sent 

to a bad email address, the Historian tries to 

contact the member by phone to determine their 

status. This is a time consuming effort, but it does 

give him a chance to talk to members.  

 

CELL PHONE NUMBER UPDATES  

 

We have a lot of families that routinely change cell 

phones or move away from land-line phone to only 

cell phones. Also many inactive members have not 

had any contact with the historian in many years, 

and we do not know if your addresses and phone 

numbers are correct. Sooooéplease take a 

moment and email the historian with your current 

contact info. If you do not have a computer, use the 

multipurpose form and just fill out the personal 

info side of the form and mail it in. PLEASE!!! 

 

2018 Membership Rosters 
 

The 2018 membership rosters will be printed and 

mailed out in late February after we get a good 

number of 2018 dues payments in, so please 

update you contact information. Especially phone 

numbers and email addresses as they change. 

When you get your roster there will also be your 

2018 membership card and 2018 Ballot.  

 

BRICKMANIA  NEWS 

The Special NDQSA M42A1 Lego kit offer from 

Brickmania  was a great success and the 25+ members 

got their kits in time for Christmas. 

 

Dennis Ruth reports on his 

construction of the kit: 

My grandson & I successfully 

assembled the Duster this 

afternoon. Took about 2-1/2 

hours. 

My observations on assembly: 

- my grandson is an experienced Lego assembler. He 

observed that some of the diagrams weren't drawn the 

way most Lego diagrams are. He explained the 

differences to me on a couple and I was grateful for his 

experience. Could have been a much longer task. 

- from his experience we emptied the three bags of parts 

into a shallow plastic book (the base in the 

accompanying photos). 

- if available, put down a thin cloth to work on. 

- younger & more nimble fingers can handle some of the 

pieces much easier than my arthric fingers. This was 

learned after the 3rd attempt & drop of small parts that 

fit into tight places. 

We had a few spares of  small pieces, e.g., some treads, 

the bi-pod for the M60 MG & ammo clips. The space 

where the driver would sit is an excellent place to store 

these with the model.   ïDennis Ruth 

 

mailto:dqshistorian@cox.net
https://brickmaniatoys.com/


Note: I still have a few of the Xenon Searchlight Jeep 

kits available for $150 each. Proceeds go to our 

Searchlight Jeep restoration project funds. Contact Paul 

if you want one.  

 

NEW OFFER for Quad.50 guys!!  

 

David Siskind, the owner of Brickmania and a good 

friend to NDQSA has just committed to  making a 

special issue M55 Quad .50 Gun Truck Lego kit for 

NDQSA members. It will be  based on their 2012 kit of 

the M35A2 truck and M55 gun mountthat had a very 

limited run of 50 kits,. David is not sure if it will be on a 

5-ton truck or the original M-35. David has gotten much 

better over the years so this update will likely be 

incredible. He will include a decal for the gun shiled 

with the artwork for ñThe Widow Makerò a common 

theme among all the four Quad 50 batteries. 

So if you want to pre-order a quad.50 kit send me a 

email ASAP or leave me a message on my cell phone 

with your complete contact information. The price is not 

set but I can assure you that it will be more than fair. IF 

we get 50 orders he says that he will try to have them in 

time for the Gettysburg Reunion. This is Davidôs way of 

honoring the men that served on these unit in Vietnam. 

 - Paul KopsickČ  pre-order now email link 

STILL LOOKING FOR BUDDIES? 

All the new contacts this newsletter were located with the 

help of long time member Bill Sturgeon. He has generously 

offered to help to try and locate buddies that you served with. 

But you have to have something to go by. I gave him some 

names and information from some orders I had and he was 

able to give me some numbers to call.  

He had done professional searches as part of his career and 

has access to online resources unavailable to the Historian.  

He can be reached at (858) 663-4199 (cell/text) Please 

provide your full contact info and as much of the info you 

have of the person you are looking for: Name; Hometown; 

Nickname and birth date or at least how old you think he is. 

Thanks Bill, I hope we locate a bunch of guys. 

AMERICAN WARTIME MUSEUm  

THE TANK FARM OPEN HOUSE 2017 

ñTank Farmò sees biggest turnout to date at Open House 

In September, the museum held its annual Open House 

at the ñTank Farmò in Nokesville, and it was an 

enormous success.  

The two-day event is a good example of the kinds of 

experiences and exhibits that one can expect at the 

planned Americans in Wartime Museum.  

Itôs important for the community and our donors to get a 

better understanding of what the museum is going to be 

about. And this year, the event drew the highest event 

attendance, ever. Last year a little over 5,000 people 

were there. This year, well over 7,000 attended a 

dramatic increase in participation.   

The Open House included veteran roundtable 

discussions, kidôs events, a dynamic firepower 

demonstration by the U.S.M.C. Historical Company, 

nearly 200 living history re-enactors from 15 living 

history units, and 80 vehicles on the field of which 18 

were demonstrated to the enthusiastic crowds.    

We had the support of lots and lots of people, including 

the Boy Scouts of America and the Young Marines 

organization who managed the automobile traffic and 

parking.  

The museum will provide an important educational 

experience for the generations of today and, most 

importantly, for the generations to come.  

https://brickmaniatoys.files.wordpress.com/2014/09/1012_searchlightjeep_cover560.jpg
mailto:dqshistorian@cox.net


To describe our ultimate goal, we use the words -honor, 

educate, and inspire:  

Honor the men and women who have served, in an effort 

to educate the public, particularly the coming 

generations, about those who have served our country 

and the values they demonstrated (dedication, 

commitment, loyalty, duty, honor, courage and sacrifice) 

in the hope that it will inspire our visitors to incorporate 

some of those values into their own lives. 

Unfortunately I (Paul Kopsick / Historian) was not able 

to attend the open house at the Tank Farm and showcase 

the two M42A1 dusters in their collection.  

My backup, óBusterô Wise was also unable to cover for 

me as the Florida hurricanes created a hardship for him 

to make the trip. Still I am told it was a great weekend 

for the museum and the general public. 

 

I visited with Marc Sehring, the director at the farm 

recently (December) and was told that there was a great 

turnout and the weather was perfect (for a change). They 

got their aerial drone out and took some video of the 

setup this year. The Dusters was right up front as usual 

and was looking good.

 

There is a very nice video from the aerial drone of the 

display field at the Tan Farm at the following link: 

https://vimeo.com/234954091  

You can also check out their Facebook page at: 

https://www.facebook.com/AmericanWartimeMuseum/ 

Work is ongoing at the 70-acre future site of the 

Americans in Wartime Museum in Prince William 

County.  

Development of the land, which is being generously 

given to our organization by the Hylton Foundation, is 

the key part of the $30 million Phase One of the project, 

and that gift includes clearing and grading the land.  

Major dirt work has been going on for about the last 

year-and-a-half on 12 acres of the western part of the 

site. Work on the eastern most part of the property is 

expected to begin, soon.  

When the master plan is completed the museum is going 

to be a unique facility and that will provide an 

extraordinary educational experience for our visitors.  

The site work will take at least a few more years to 

complete. Phase 2 will r equire $25 million to build 

several of the unique Landscapes of War, the 

demonstration field and track, the maintenance and 

restoration facilities and the initial reception/orientation 

center. Phase Three will include construction of the main 

orientation center, museum, learning center, theater and 

restaurant.  

An interesting Vietnam Quad-50 diorama had been 

produced by a British company called Armorpax it is at 

1/6
th
 scale meaning it is very large and basically 

designed for museums.  They sell the parts to construct 

it, but it has to be very expensive.  I saw the quad mount 

is no longer offered, so youôll just have to watch the 

YouTube video. It is remarkably lifelike. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MqeougMfllc 

The name on the quad is ñPush Button Birth Controlò. If 

you had this on your quad, please let me know. 

  

https://vimeo.com/234954091
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http://www.armorpax.net/
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The DMZ 1966 to 1968 TET Offensive 

Celebration 

PLEASE JOIN ME IN THE CELABRATION 

OF: FIFTY YEARS OF BROTHERHOOD!! 

Brothers, 

On January 23
rd

 and 24
th
, 2018, we will be 

celebrating the 50
th
 Anniversary of the 1968 TET 

Offensive. 

I invite all veterans; Army and Marines, who 

fought alongside Twin 40mm Dusters, Quad 

50 Machineguns and Searchlight units along 

the DMZ from Dong Ha to Gio Linh, Con 

Thein, Camp J.J. Carroll, Khe Gio Bridge, 

Rock Pile, Delta-5, LZ Stud, Khe Sanh, 

Quang Tri and as far south as Hue City to participate is 

this historic event.  

The constant fighting along the DMZ area, from 1966 to 

the 1968 Tet Offensive played an important role in 

winning! Therefore, I have decided to offer you a 

chance to come together, talk about each fight, 

remember our brothers who were lost, and 

celebrate the victories that we achieved. 

I am holding this event in State College, PA on 

Tuesday January 23 and Wednesday January 24, 

2018. There are a few advantages to this 

date/location:  Hotel rooms and fees are very reasonable. 

State College is easy to drive to (I-80, I-99 and US 322 

all join close to the town). Our University Park Airport 

is serviced several times a day by UNITED, DELTA and 

AMERICAN Airlines. There is also MEGABUS service 

from NYC and Pittsburgh. 

Please pass this along to other veterans! 

Cost per person: $50.00 ï Includes Dinner, 

Soft Drinks, Refreshments & Entertainment 

Hotel cost is $70.53 per night for room and 

hot breakfast. 

For reservations and a head count for this historic 

event, please contact me: Col. (Ret.) Vincent Tedesco 

vintedesco@me.com or call me at 571-292-4498 

Basic Event Schedule: 

January 23
rd

 ï Around 16:00 to 17:00 - Our 

group will meet at Penn State College with 

their ROTC. Group Topics for discussion will 

be ñLessons Learnedò and ñWhat makes a great 

Lieutenantò 

January 24
th
 - We will start at 0945 with a 

welcome. Joe Belardo will be the moderator for 

discussions about the fights along the DMZ and 

Route 9 from Dong Ha to Khe Sanh. We will 

break for lunch at noon. At 1300, Bob Lauver 

will be the moderator for discussions about the 

Battle of Hue City and other fights during TET. 

At 1500, Bruce Geiger will be the moderator 

for discussions about the siege of Khe Sanh, the 

Hill Fights and Operation Pegasus the Relief of Khe 

Sanh. Power point videos will be shown to help with 

these programs and bring back memories. 

 

We will break for dinner from 1700 until 1830. 

We will have a short memorial ceremony to 

honor those that were KIA and other brothers that 

passed in the last 50 years. This will be supported 

by the Army ROTC. We will end the evening 

with a ñPARTYò and entertainment by the 

famous female guitarist KJ Smile. 

 

The idea of this reunion is to celebrate the combined 

military victories that 1
st
/44

th
 Dusters & G-65 Quad 50ôs 

and Marines played in winning the battles from the 

DMZ to Hue City.  

 Yours in Patriotism, 

Col. (Ret.) Vincent Tedesco 

Joseph Belardo 

josephbelardo@yahoo.com 

  

mailto:vintedesco@me.com
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$   WHATôS IT WORTH   $ 

In case you did not know, there is a 

big market for Vietnam related items 

on the internet. You may have 

something in your dresser or attic 

that other people want. 

Certainly if there are historic items 

related to your service, please 

discuss them with the Historian as 

there are military museums that should preserve them 

for the public and 

future generations.  

Still there are non-

historical items that 

are often very 

collectable. Since 

NDQSA members 

served in-country 

over many years 

and in different 

parts of the 

country, there are 

many different 

types of collectables. Some are very common, like 

Zippo lighters and some are very rare, like certain 

bladed weapons (Randall, Gerber). Certain dates and 

models of camouflage shirts and pants (tiger stripe) can 

command big money depending upon condition and 

provenance, unit or ownership. 

 

Remember that souvenir jacket you had made from a 

poncho liner? They often go for several hundreds of 

dollars. Other items related to individual units are items 

like in-country made patches and unit  crests (tin cans) 

~$20-100.  

 

Even the items made by the Montagnards like 

crossbows, arrows, pipes and knives are sought after. 

Items like bracelets, bandanas, and other trinkets too. 

 

And finally there are the helmets with graffiti on the 

liners, and boots: 

 

If you have any items that you would like to have 

evaluated for either donation or valuated for sale, take 

some good photos of the items and email them to the 

historian. dqshistorian@cox.net and I will try to help. 

Warman's Vietnam War Collectibles ïD. Doyle  

mailto:dqshistorian@cox.net
Warman's%20Vietnam%20War%20Collectibles


 

  

36th Annual Reunion           

άhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ DŜǘǘȅǎōǳǊƎέ 
June 5th ς June 10th, 2018 

(Tentative Schedule & Prices) 

 

Tuesday 5 June 2018 

1:00pm - ?  Registration opens in Hospitality Room 

You are on your own to explore area attractions. 

 

Evening - Hospitality Room Activities at the Hotel 

Hospitality Room closes at ~ 12:00 Midnight 

 

Wednesday 6 June 2018 

Registration in the Hospitality Room 

Eisenhower Home & Farm Bus Tour(approx.2 hrs) 

8:45 AM Gather in Lobby - Buses leave 9:00 AM 

Bus Tour $25pp 

Open Afternoon Lunch & Sightseeing On Your Own 

Evening - Hospitality Room Activities at the Hotel 

Hospitality Room closes at ~12:00 Midnight 

 

Thursday 7 June 2018 

Gettysburg Museum & Visitors Center Film 

Battlefield Bus Tour 

All Activities, Admissions & Lunch: $50 pp  

8:45 AM Gather in Lobby - Buses leave 9:00 AM 

12:00 Noon Lunch 

3:00 PM Buses Leave for the Hotel 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ wŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ Ψслǎ bƛƎƘǘ ς Compliments of NDQSA 

6:00 PM ς 9:00 PM Hotel Grounds 

Hospitality Room closes at ~12:00 Midnight 

 

Friday 8 June 2018 
Army Heritage & Education Center (Army War College) 

Museums (Indoor & Outdoor), Duster Dedication, Memorial Service  
Carlisle, PA Bus Tour 

All Activities, Admissions & Lunch: $40 pp  
8:30 AM Gather in Lobby - 8:45 AM Buses Leave 

12:00 Noon Lunch 
3:30 PM Buses Leave for the Hotel 

 Evening -  Hospitality Room Activities at the Hotel 
Hospitality Room closes at ~12:00 Midnight 

 
Saturday 9 June 2018 

9:00 AMτ11:00 AM Annual Business Meeting, Room TBD 
9:00 AMτ11:00 AM ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƻƴǘΦ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ wƻƻƳ 

12:00 PMτ3:30 PM NDQSA Luncheon Banquet, Guest Speakers and Awards: $45 pp 

Evening Auctions and Rafflesτ5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ 9ǾŜƴǘΗ Hospitality Room 

 

Sunday 10 June 2018 

9:00 AM /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ wƻƻƳ followed by cleanup and out by noon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

36
th

 Annual NDQSA Reunion 

ñOperation Gettysburgò  

Gettysburg, PA 

June 5
th

 - June 10
th

, 2018  

 

 

NDQSA is pleased to announce that our 36th Annual 

Reunion will be in Gettysburg, PA.  Bruce Geiger & 

Bob Lauver have negotiated a great deal at the 

Wyndham Gettysburg Hotel 
95 Presidential Circle 
Gettysburg, PA 17325 

1(717)339-0020 

 

Direct Hotel Phone Reservations:  

1(717)339-ллнл άǇǊŜǎǎ оέ  

>>Online reservations link click here<< 
Use Group Code: NDQSA Reunion 

Room Rate: $119 + tax single/double 
Room Rate includes: Free Parking, 10% discount 

Lƴ ƘƻǘŜƭΩǎ мусо wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ϧ [ƻǳƴƎŜ 

NDQSA Group Rate 2 days before & after 
Nearest Airport is Harrisburg, PA 46 miles 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.wyndhamgettysburg.com/
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/groups/ndqs-reunion

